


“If you love me, you will obey what I 
command.” -- John 14:15

The Challenge of Obedience



DEFINITION: 
Obedience is the byproduct or result of a 
relationship built on love and trust 
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1.  By Reading and applying His Word

Matthew 23:1-4
“Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 
"The teachers of the law and the Pharisees sit in 
Moses' seat. So you must obey them and do 
everything they tell you. But do not do what they do, 
for they do not practice what they preach. They tie 
up heavy loads and put them on men's shoulders, 
but they themselves are not willing to lift a finger to 
move them.”
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2 Timothy 3:16-17

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
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Matthew 28:19-20 

Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you. And 
surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age."



2.  By releasing my plans

Romans 6:15-18
15What then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? By no means! 
16Don't you know that when you offer 
yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, 
you are slaves to the one whom you obey—
whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to 
death, or to obedience, which leads to 
righteousness? 
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Romans 6:15-18
But thanks be to God that, though you used to 
be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed 
the form of teaching to which you were 
entrusted. You have been set free from sin 
and have become slaves to righteousness.
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3. By revealing my failure

1 John 1:8-9
8If we claim to be without sin, we 
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.
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1 John 2:3-6
We know that we have come to know him if 
we obey his commands. The man who says, 
"I know him," but does not do what he 
commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
But if anyone obeys his word, God's love is 
truly made complete in him. This is how we 
know we are in him: Whoever claims to live in 
him must walk as Jesus did.
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